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It’s not always easy to see wild animals in their natural environment
(the places where they usually live). Some wild animals are big and
dangerous. Others are shy and hide from people. Some animals live
in places that are difficult to get to, such as high in the mountains.
Others are hard to find because there are not many left alive. But

you can see some of these wild animals up close if you go to a zoo.

THE HISTORY OF Z00S

Zoos have been around for a very long

time. Archaeologists have found the

remains of a zoo in the ruins of a five- A postcard showing the

entrance to Wellington Zoo

thousand-year-old Egyptian city. o the 19205

New Zealand’s first zoo opened in
Wellington in 1906. It started with just

one animal - a lion that had retired

from a circus! Auckland Zoo opened
sixteen years later with a few lions,

bears, dogs, and wolves. It also had

Well'ing+on Zo0o’s First animal
- a lion hamed King Dick

some vultures and an emu.

HOW Z00S HAVE CHANGED

In the past, visitors came to zoos to see the animals, but they also
came to be entertained. They could ride on elephants and watch
chimpanzees have tea parties. Many zoos kept their animals in
small, concrete cages. Most people didn’t think about the fact that
this meant most of the animals couldn’t behave naturally.

Today’s zoos are very different. The animals have much
more room, and their enclosures are more like their natural
environment. Zookeepers plan things for the animals to do so that
they move around and stay healthy. Most zoos also spend money
and time to protect endangered animals. Many zoos have staff
who work in the wild, using their special skills to help save these

animals and their habitats.
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HAVE Z00S”

People have different views about what is best for wild animals Some people believe zoos are very important while other people

and how they should be looked after. think we don’t need them at all.
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ARCUMENTS FOR Z00S
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Most animals from breeding
programmes 9+ay in the zoo

- +hey will never be put back
into their natural environment,
s0 the number of wild animals
does not increase.

Peop\e can learn
jus’r as much
about animals
£rom books

or television
documentaries.
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be able to see
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zoo vets care
For the animals
and work. hard

‘ - to give them a
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Zoos have
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Some ahimals
in zoos can ge+

Animals don’+
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special breeding
programmes

+hey have the

bored and lonely.
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Some zoos only waht to Keep

Zoos teach Zoos suppor+t

People to

respect and

cohservation
across the

love wild animals. world.

big animals like elephants and
tigers (because they are what
visitors want to see) and not
smaller, less exciting animals.

It costs g lot O-P
mMoney to keeP
animals in zppg,




In 2015, an eight-year-old
elephant named Anjalee arrived
at Auckland Zoo. She came
from an elephant orphanage in
Sri Lanka to join the zoo’s other

elephant, Burma.
7,00 staff say Anjalee is
thriving. They think that having

elephants at the zoo is a good
way to teach people about these  elephants across the world and
keep them in zoos than to look

after them in the wild in their

Burma and Anjalee

They say it costs more to take

amazing animals. And some of
the money from zoo tickets is
sent to Sri Lanka to help save
elephants there.

But animal rights groups
do not agree. They believe that

elephants don’t do well in zoos.

own country.

Since Anjalee arrived,
another elephant called Nandi
(from the same orphanage) has

been gifted to the zoo.

Wellington Zo0o’s animal hospi’ra\

LISTENING TO BOTH SIDES

Karen Fifield is the chief executive of Wellington Zoo. She believes
that zoos “inspire people to find out more about wildlife and the
world we live in”.

Karen says that visiting a zoo is exciting, but it also helps
people to learn about the natural world. She adds that good
zoos care for their animals very well. The places where wild
animals can live are getting fewer as the human population grows
and animal habitats are destroyed. Zoos also support other
organisations that work to protect wild animals in their natural
environments.

Wellington Zoo is always looking for new ways to teach people
about conservation, such as letting visitors watch animals being
treated in the zoo hospital. “The vets have microphones and
speak to our visitors while the animal is being treated,” Karen
says. “People are able to ask questions. It’s an exciting and
memorable way to learn about caring for animals. As well as

treating zoo animals, the team helps a lot of injured wildlife too.”
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Alex Woodham works for the animal rights organisation SAFE
(Save Animals From Exploitation). He feels that even the best zoos
can’t provide the right environment for animals that belong in the
wild. He says, “Animals in zoos never behave naturally. They can’t
walk around freely, find their own food, or choose which animals
they want to live with. And being on show can upset creatures that
don’t want to be seen by people.

“We don’t need to imprison animals in zoos to learn more about
them or to help in their conservation,” he says. “Scientists who
study animals in their natural environments learn far more about

them than they do by studying those same animals in zoos.”

Sanctuarles Reserves,
and Safari Parks

Most regular zoos keep animals in enclosures, but there are other

ways to look after wild animals or to let people see them.

: * Animal sanctuaries care for get special protection.
= creatures that have been lost, People can swim and dive
hurt, or badly treated. in the water, but fishing
S Reserves are also safe places isn't allowed.

for birds and animals. Some » Safari parks allow animals to

reserves have high fences roam freely over large areas,
to keep predators out, and and people can see them as
others are on offshore islands they drive through the parks
that predators can’t reach. in their cars.

« Marine reserves are areas

where fish and sea creatures




WHAT DO YOu THINK?

A lot of the world’s wild animals
are endangered. If they’re not
protected, some species may die
out completely. Most people think
that we should protect endangered
animals, but not everyone agrees
that zoos are the best way to

do this.

What do you think?
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GLOSSARY

animal rights group - a group of people who believe
that animals should not be used by humans but
should be allowed the Freedom to live natural lives

breeding programme - a plan to help an animal
Populaﬂon increase on specially choosing the
animals that will have babies (to make sure those

babies are healthy and 9+rona)

conservation - protection of animals, plants, ond the
natural environment

enclosure - an area with a fence around it

endanger‘ed - likely to become extinet (to die out)
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SCHOOL JOURNAL LEVEL 2 MAY 2017

Curriculum learning areas English

Social Sciences

Reading year level Year 4

Keywords animal rights, animals, change,
conservation, debate, elephants,
endangered species, environment,
habitats, reserves, safari parks,
sanctuaries, wild animals, wildlife, zoos

AAA

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

TE TAHUHU O TE MATAURANGA New Zealand Government




 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   InsertBlanks
        
     Where: after last page
     Number of pages: 1
     Page size: same as current
      

        
     Blanks
     Always
     1
     1
     1
     957
     578
     qi3alphabase[QI 3.0/QHI 3.0 alpha]
     1
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     SameAsCur
     AtEnd
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   Nup
        
     Create a new document
     Trim unused space from sheets: no
     Allow pages to be scaled: no
     Margins and crop marks: none
     Sheet size: 8.268 x 11.654 inches / 210.0 x 296.0 mm
     Sheet orientation: wide
     Layout: rows 1 down, columns 2 across
     Align: centre
      

        
     0.0000
     10.0001
     20.0001
     0
     Corners
     0.2999
     ToFit
     0
     0
     2
     1
     0.7000
     0
     0 
     1
     0.0000
     1
            
       D:20170505100129
       839.0551
       Blank
       595.2756
          

     Wide
     1000
     439
    
     0.0000
     C
     0
            
      
       PDDoc
          

     0.0000
     0
     2
     0
     0
     0 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





